
 
 

 
The Environmental and Economic Research and Development Program 

Research Forum 
Members  
April 2008 

 
 
Wisconsin Public Service Commission 

Forum Chairman 
Kenneth C. Rineer, Senior Environmental Analyst, Electric Division 
PO Box 7854 
610 North Whitney 
Madison, WI 53707 
Phone: 608-267-1201 
Fax: 608-266-3957 
Email: Kenneth.Rineer@psc.state.wi.us  

 
Ken Rineer has been employed as an environmental analyst with the Public Service Commission 
of Wisconsin since 1992. He was one of the authors of the environmental impact statement, 
“Future of Wisconsin’s Electric Power Industry,” for the Commission’s industry restructuring 
investigation. During the Commission's subsequent Public Benefits investigation, he served on 
the “renewable resources” and “low income issues” subgroups and chaired the “environmental 
research” subgroup. Before his work at the Commission, he directed the Sustainable Agriculture 
Program, a research and demonstration grant program at the Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection. He has a B.S. in botany and an M.S. in Genetics 
from Penn State University and has done additional graduate study at the University of Wisconsin 
in a broad number of related topics. 
 
 
USDA Forest Products Laboratory 

Junyong Zhu, Ph.D, Scientific Team Leader 
One Gifford Pinchot Dr. 
Madison,  WI  53726 - 2398 
Phone: (608) 231- 9520 
Desk FAX: (509) 277 - 0420 
FAX:  (608) 231 - 9538 
Email: jzhu@fs.fed.us 
 

Junyong (JY) Zhu joined the US Forest Service Forest Products Laboratory in February 2003 as a 
project leader and later was selected as a scientific team leader.  Currently, he also holds an 
Adjunct Professorship at the Dept. of Biological Systems Engineering at The University of 
Wisconsin, Madison.   Before working for the Forest Products Laboratory, he was a faculty 
member at the Institute of Paper Science and Technology (now Part of Georgia Institute of 
Technology), Atlanta, GA, for about 10 years.  He has broad scientific expertise in wood and 



fiber resources and utilization, bioenergy and bioproducts, and environmental issues related to 
pulp and paper manufacturing.  He has served as principal investigator for many projects funded 
by various state and federal governments, and industrial organizations.  He received his Ph.D in 
engineering from the University of California, Irvine, in 1991, and MBA from the Georgia State 
University in 2001. 
 
 
University of Wisconsin 

Paul J. Meier, Director 
Energy Institute  
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
905 Engineering Research Building  
1500 Engineering Drive  
Madison, WI 53706 
Phone: 608/262-4515  
Email: pmeier@wisc.edu 
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/ep/staff/meier_paul.html 

 
Paul Meier has been working with industry, government, and public interest groups on energy 
and environmental issues since 1995. As the Director of the Energy Institute at UW-Madison, he 
coordinates interdisciplinary research, educational, and outreach activities across several campus 
centers and departments.  His research examines how federal policy impacts energy infrastructure 
investment. He received his Ph.D. from UW-Madison in 2002, where he used life-cycle 
assessment to examine how climate change policy will impact U.S. electric power generation. As 
part of the Great Lakes Bioenergy Research Center, he is currently evaluating cellulosic biofuel 
production pathways with the goal of minimizing greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
 
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture and Consumer Protection 

Gary Radloff, Policy Director  
2811 Agriculture Drive 
Madison, WI 53718 
Phone: (608) 224-5020 
Email: Gary.Radloff@datcp.state.wi.us 

 
Gary Radloff is the Director of Policy and Strategic Communications at the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP). In this role for DATCP, 
he oversees all department-wide policy initiatives, communication strategies and homeland 
security staff. Radloff is the staff liaison to the North Central Bioeconomy Consortium (NCBC), a 
12-state partnership of Agriculture departments, University Extension offices and Agriculture 
Research Stations. Radloff serves on the Steering Committee for the Midwest Agriculture Energy 
Network (MAEN). He has a Master’s Degree in Public Administration and Public Policy. 
 
 



 
 
Wisconsin Department of Commerce 

Julie Keal, Policy Analyst 
P.O. Box 7970 
201 West Washington Avenue 
Madison, WI 53707 
Phone: 608-266-6748 
Email: jkeal@commerce.state.wi.us  

 
Julie Keal is a Policy analyst with the Department of Commerce, specializing in community 
development, taxation, and energy issues affecting Wisconsin businesses and communities. From 
1992 to 1996 she was Executive Budget and Policy Analyst with the State Budget Office in the 
Department of Administration, working on corporate taxation and energy and 
telecommunications policy. She earned her J.D. from UW in 1987, and her M.A. in Public Policy 
from UW in 1991. 
 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
 David Webb, Section Chief 
 Environmental Science Services 
 SS/BW 
 101 S. Webster 
 Madison, WI 53707 
 Phone: (608) 266-0245  
 Email: David.Webb@dnr.state.wi.us 
 
David Webb is Chief of Environmental Science Services in the DNR's Bureau of Science 
Services.  His Section contains certification programs, laboratory services, and research.  The 
research component of Mr. Webb's section contains various focus areas, including the following; 
mercury, climate change, and aquatic sciences including eutrophication and water chemistry.  Mr. 
Webb started with the Department in 1992 and was an environmental toxicologist prior to 
becoming a chief.  Mr. Webb has an undergraduate degree in chemistry and a master degree in 
environmental science, both from Indiana University. 
  
 
 

Wisconsin Environmental Community 
Clean Wisconsin 

 Peter J. Taglia, Staff Scientist 
122 State St. Suite 200 
Madison, WI 53703 

 Phone: 608-251-7020 Ext. 27 
Fax: 608-251-1655 
Email: ptaglia@cleanwisconsin.org 

 www.cleanwisconsin.org 
 



Peter Taglia is the Staff Scientist at Clean Wisconsin, a statewide environmental advocacy 
organization founded in 1970 as Wisconsin’s Environmental Decade.  Peter is a professional 
geologist and has a BA in environmental geology from the University of Montana and a MS in 
hydrogeology from the UW-Madison. Prior to Clean Wisconsin, Peter worked in environmental 
consulting and is experienced in conducting environmental investigations, preparing 
environmental remediation plans and developing environmental impact statements at superfund 
sites, energy facilities and power plants. Peter is currently working in numerous aspects of 
climate change mitigation, with an emphasis on electrical generation, terrestrial and geological 
carbon sequestration and biofuels analysis. In May of 2007 Peter was appointed to two working 
groups of Governor Doyle's Task Force on Global Warming, the electrical generation work group 
(which he was also co-chair) and the technical advisory group.  Peter also serves on the 
renewable electricity, advanced coal and carbon capture advisory group of the Midwest 
Governors Association and on the Wisconsin Legislative Council’s 2008 Special Committee on 
Domestic Biofuels. 
    
 
Wisconsin Investor-Owned Utilities (2 representatives) 

1. Alliant Energy 
Michele Pluta  
P.O. Box 77007 
Madison, WI 53707-1007 
Phone:  
Fax: 608-458-3481 
Email: michelepluta@alliantenergy.com 
 

Michele A. Pluta, P.E. is a Senior Environmental Engineer at Alliant Energy located in 
Madison, Wisconsin.  She holds a B.S. in Civil Engineering and M.S. in Environmental 
Engineering from Marquette University.  She will complete a Masters in Business 
Administration from University of Wisconsin - Whitewater in Fall 2006.  Ms. Pluta 
specializes in environmental policy regulatory development and strategic planning at 
Alliant Engineering, with emphasis on air emissions and multi-media compliance.   

 
2. We Energies 

David Michaud 
333 West Everett Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53203 
Phone: 414-221-2187 
Fax: 414-221-2169 
Email: Dave.Michaud@we-energies.com  

 
David Michaud is currently employed by We Energies, which is headquartered in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  He has worked for the company for more than 25 years. During 
this time, he has been involved with many environmental issues of interest to the electric 
power industry, not the least of which included power plant siting, hydroelectric plant 
relicensing, fish protection research, acid rain impacts on sensitive Wisconsin lakes, 
mercury in the environment, and zebra mussel impacts on power plants and Great Lakes 
ecology. David currently chairs the advisory committee for EPRI’s Air Quality Research 
Business Area, which is a subunit of EPRI’s Environmental Research Program. He 



received his BS and MS degrees in biology from Marquette University. His graduate 
research was devoted to understanding the physiological response of fish to mercury. 

 
 
Wisconsin Office of Energy Independence 

David Jenkins 
Director of Commercialization & Market Development 
17 W. Main St., Suite 429 
Madison, WI 53702  
Phone: (608) 264-7651 
Email: davidj.jenkins@wisconsin.gov  
http://power.wisconsin.gov/index.asp?locid=131 

 
David J. Jenkins is the Director of Commercialization and Market Development for the 
Wisconsin Office of Energy Independence, an office created by Governor Jim Doyle in April 
2007 to advance renewable energy and bio-products development in Wisconsin. His current 
responsibilities include expanding markets for renewable energy in Wisconsin, assisting 
entrepreneurs and businesses in commercializing new fuel and power technologies, helping to 
direct federal and state funding to increasing Wisconsin’s renewable resources, and serving as a 
part of a team to advance the goal of obtaining 25% of Wisconsin’s transportation fuels and 
electric power from renewable sources by 2025.  
 
From 1995-2007 he was the manager of the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association. 
Prior to that he worked in the petroleum marketing business for ten years, and served as a 
Congressional staff member. 
 
 


