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FOCUS ON ENERGY RELEASES MULTIFAMILY NEW CONSTRUCTION BEST PRACTICES GUIDE

- Manual helps multifamily industry professionals implement cost-effective energy efficiency and renewable energy measures -

MADISON, Wis. (July 31, 2006) – Multifamily housing developers, architects, engineers and contractors have access to a new tool, specific for Wisconsin, that can help them build comfortable, safe, durable and energy efficient apartments and condominiums.  Design & Build for Energy Efficiency: Multifamily New Construction Best Practices Guide provides technical information and recommendations to help multifamily new construction industry professionals implement cost effective energy efficiency and renewable energy measures. Focus on Energy’s Apartment & Condo Efficiency Services Program, a part of the state’s energy efficiency and renewable energy initiative, recently developed this desktop reference manual for multifamily new construction industry professionals.  

“The purpose of Design & Build is to promote the benefits – both financial and environmental – of building energy efficient multifamily housing,” said Josh Arnold, manager of the Apartment & Condo Efficiency Services New Construction Program.  “Our hope is that the success stories showcased throughout the guide will help Wisconsin’s multifamily professionals achieve high performance buildings in a cost effective manner.”

Design & Build promotes the use of integrated design throughout the new construction process, but also provides specific recommendations for different disciplines, including owners/developers, architects, engineers (civil, structural, HVAC, electrical and plumbing) and contractors.  The recommendations are organized in a way that allows the reader to quickly find the information that pertains to their work.  Within those sections, icons indicate strategies that may be used to achieve specific goals for efficiency or sustainability, along with potential benefits and associated costs of the strategies.  Each section ends with a case study highlighting a project that has implemented some of 

-more-

the energy efficiency and sustainable strategies outlined in the section.  Rounding out the contents of the new manual are a QuickStart Guide, that helps identify key decision/communication points by stages of the design process, and a Resources section.

For more information about Focus on Energy’s Apartment & Condo Efficiency Services Program or to request a copy of Design & Build, call 800.762.7077 or visit focusonenergy.com.

About Focus on Energy

Focus on Energy is a public-private partnership offering energy information and services to energy utility customers throughout Wisconsin.  The goals of this program are to encourage energy efficiency and use of renewable energy, enhance the environment and ensure the future supply of energy for Wisconsin.  Since July 2001, the program has helped Wisconsin's businesses and residents cut their annual utility bills by more than $98 million - reducing their energy consumption by nearly 811 million kilowatt-hours of electricity and more than 40 million therms of natural gas.  For more information, call 800.762.7077 or visit focusonenergy.com.
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